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RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 



Mail Stop Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

In response to the Office Action dated July 18,2007, applicants hereby elect the 
invention represented by the claims of examiner's Group I, namely, claims 1-11, 16, and 17, 
with traverse, for examination on the merits at this time. Applicants assume that the Office 
Action contains a typographical error in stating that Group II contains claims 12-17. This 
response is based on the assumption therefore that the examiner's Group II actually contains 
method claims 12-15. The Office Action identifies no Group III, as referred to in paragraph 3 
of the Office Action at pages 2 and 3. 

It is submitted, however, that all claims 1-17, i.e., examiner's Groups I and II, should 
be examined at this time. The novelty of the invention is defined in the claims of both Group 
I and Group II, which are not two independent and distinct inventions because the statutory 
requirements of 35 U.S.C. §121, namely, independence and distinctness, are not present 
herein. 

The inventions of examiner's Groups I and II are not independent because the 
compositions and the methods set forth in the claims are so closely related that a search for 



PAGE 2/5 * RCVD AT 8/14/2007 4:02:18 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-3/1 1 DNIS:27383Q0 * CSID:513 626 1355 * DURATION (mm-ss):01-38 



